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Greetings! I’m CW of SCA, WSU class of ‘95 /’97, university archivist/RM. And we’re here today to reminisce about the history of WSU, as we approach our 50th. As someone with 2 history degrees from WSU, and as university archivist, I can say with complete honesty I’m THRILLED anytime to have the opportunity to talk about the university’s history. This is a very special place, with a very unique and interesting story. At the same time, I’m terrified as I see many long timers here, who know this history intimately, and much better than me. But that’s the neat thing about looking back at our history here, in that our history is quite young, in comparison to a lot of schools, but this also provides the opportunity to capture our history through the first hand accounts of those who were here at the beginning. So I’ll provide a little bit of background about the university, show off some photos and historical items from UA, and then leave some time at the end for questions, and/or maybe to hear some of your own reflections or your memories of your time at WSU as we look back. Also, after our talk today if anyone if interested in staying over I’ll show some brief interview clips from our OH project.   [also mention exhibits or tours]
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So, a little background. Wright State has a history that was 40 years in the making, going back to the 1920’s. It came about very slowly, but then a confluence of factors in the 1950’s put the idea of a public university in Dayton on a fast track. One of the primary factors was a large movement to expand access to public higher education. In the 1950’s the state was still set up on a very old fashioned model. There were only 6 state colleges and universities, that had been set up on a purely symmetrical approach, dividing the state into 6 geographic sections, mostly in small towns. Not much had changed since the early 1900’s, but the state had transformed from a largely rural state to a burgeoning manufacturing state full of rapidly growing cities. The state had never really invested in a significant way in public higher ed, but that began to change in the 1950’s as the state began to develop a plan for an integrated state university system, so that Ohio’s population centers would all be served by a state institution of higher ed. Led to a period of tremendous growth throughout the ‘60’s, of which WSU was a primary beneficiary. 
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Another significant factor leading to a new university in Dayton was the already established presence of Miami University and Ohio State in Dayton. Miami had maintained it’s Dayton Academic Center for many years in downtown Dayton, (YMCA/Central/Roth). At the same time, although not quite as long, OSU had established a graduate center at WPAFB, providing engineering classes in support of the base’s needs for the AFRL. In both cases the programs had outgrown their current facilities and they were having great difficulty  meeting the growing needs of these programs. Neither school was interested in developing a permanent branch campus in Dayton. And both schools exercised significant clout at the state level as the plan for the new state university system was being developed. 
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In addition to these factors, Dayton was also in the midst of a population explosion. It was one of the fastest growing cities in the Midwest, with it’s population growing 35% between 1940 and 1960 ( to 400k). Dayton was becoming a large city, but still had the infrastructure of a small town, and city leaders were acutely aware of the looming problems. There were many large corporations in Dayton at the time, including NCR, GM, Mead, Frigidaire, Delco, and McCalls, among others, responsible for over 100,000 employees. The leaders of these businesses took their civic responsibility very seriously and they came together to try to identify the strategic needs of the city in order to modernize and catch up with the times. 
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Under the guidance of Stanley Allyn, CEO of NCR, this group formed an unincorporated group of city leaders called the Area Progress Council, based on a Dallas model, to develop a mechanism for urban planning and promoting a civic agenda for growing Dayton. The Progress Council outlined 4 priority goals: to re-organize county government to give it real executive power; to develop a master plan for physical appearance of the city; to complete a long range land use plan for the development of the city and surrounding areas; and lastly to establish additional facilities for higher education as soon as possible.  
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So, the APC made the establishment of a public university their first major initiative. Stanley Allyn brought real clout to the process. He was a great manager and organizer of people, and also had a wealth of contacts and connections, both locally and statewide. He had close ties with base officials, with whom he had had previous conversations about their specific needs for a public university nearby with an engineering program. He also developed close partnerships with Novice Fawcett and John Millett, presidents of OSU and Miami, each with a great stake in the Dayton Project. John was first chancellor of the newly formed Board of Regents, which approved plans and allocations for the new state university system. Novice, as president of OSU, has considerable political clout in Columbus. 
Robert Oelman, Allyn’s successor, provided the vision for the university. He was the one. He developed a lifelong relationship with the university. He argued that the Dayton Campus Project needed to be more than just a branch campus, and talked about the “rare and privileged” relationship between Wright State and the Dayton community, and the desire of each to see the other flourish and grow. These are the  founders, and namesakes of the Quad.   
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With local leaders aligned behind the initiative, along with WPAFB, OSU and Miami, and the promised support of state legislators in Columbus, the Dayton project was close to becoming a reality. All that was needed was the greenlight, and the funds to design and build the campus. The support of one final, and vital, local player was sought, and that was UD. They had their own capital needs at the time, and it was  decided to pursue a combined fund raising effort for both projects. It was now up to the Area Progress Council and the local community to meet their end of the bargain and raise funds to support the project through a community campaign. The campaign was called the Combined University Building Fund, and the dream team pictured here, along with the rest of the 15 member ad hoc committee, met at the Biltmore in downtown Dayton in the spring of 1962 with the goal of raising 6 million, and FAST (3 mill for each project).   
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It was soon after this that Mr. Allyn stepped down as CEO of NCR to commit 100% of his time to this effort. It was to be his legacy. He opened a new office in a suite in the Hulman Building (or the Talbot Tower?) downtown, and just like that the Dayton Campus had it’s first home.  
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Here is the memorandum of agreement between Miami U and OSU expressing their intention to enter into the acquisition and construction of a joint academic facility in Dayton. Graduate and scientific programs would be provided by Ohio State, and undergraduate, liberal arts and education curricula would be provided by Miami. Note that at this point there had been no formalized agreement regarding the goal of the university eventually becoming its own state university independent of Miami or OSU, although it was understood that was the intention and would be pursued later.  
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Attached is a “Siting study for a university complex” completed by officials at WPAFB, documenting the air force’s support of the proposal of the Dayton Progress Council to establish a local public university and how it would benefit the mission of the base. In fact, as this is a siting study, it’s ultimate purpose was to identify potential locations    for the campus “in close proximity” to WPAFB. 
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Here are a mix of materials used in the campaign. The campaign was managed by Miriam Rosenthal, noted area fundraiser, and I think it was the campaign of her lifetime. Newspaper articles, advertisements, trained fundraising teams, campaign captains. It was organized down to the last detail, and it was an all out blitz. They raised 6 mill in 2 months. That’s in 1962. In Dayton. The most successful fundraising effort in Dayton history, at the time. Tons of research and feasibility studies had been done about the area need and interest in a Dayton state university , but I think this was the first time everyone actually realized how large a demand there was. 
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Here is an early master plan for the campus, one of our favorite things in the archives. If you look closely in the corner, you can see a football stadium. If you look even closer, you can see a flying saucer in the sky. That’s about as likely as a football team here at WSU, and that’s been true since the beginning, but that’s another story. But the sheer scale of the campus plan, or “campus of the future”, gives you an idea of how big and successful people were thinking WSU could be. The sky was truly the limit.    
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So the question then became, where in Dayton will the campus be built. Time was of the essence, as it was the summer of 1962 and they wanted to open the doors in fall of ‘64. Several locations were under consideration. One was on farmland that belonged to the state mental hospital near Woodman and Patterson on the eastern edge of Dayton. A second spot  was off Far Hills near Centerville, where Bethany Village is. A 3rd spot was a farm tract between 4/69 by Huffman Dam. The 4th option, and ultimately the winner,  was a large area of farmland between route 4 and Airway, literally across the road from areas A and C. The base offered an additional 200 acres of federal land. No other site had the size, price or accessibility of the base site and it was ultimately chosen. 
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So they had the funding, and the location, now they needed to hire a business manager to oversee the planning and development of the campus. And they couldn’t have found a more perfect person for that than Fred White, a long time admin at GM. He had been following the story and was looking for a change, so he came to Allyn’s office and offered his services. Fred did it all- he worked with the architects, finalized land acquisitions, negotiated utilities, zoning, bond issues, power lines, bus services, hired staff, long range planning for campus development. He was Mr. Wright State. He became VP and university treasurer when it became WSU, served as acting president from 1972-1973, served as executive VP, director of development, secretary of the board until his retirement in 1975. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
So Fred managed the day to day operations of setting up the campus, working out of old farmhouse on a 500 acre tract of purchased property, called Warner House. Pictured here along with Fred is George Warner, whose family sold the property and were some of the original landowners of Bath Twp. It all happened  at Warner House, it was ground zero for campus planning. It was where the architects met, the campus was planned, where the branch managers for OSU and Miami would meet with faculty that had been recruited and hired, and it was where the first registration was planned. After campus was built, the house was later turned into a daycare, and sadly it had to be torn down to make way for the highway connector at the base of campus. 9053 Colonel Glenn Highway.  
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A small but enthusiastic crowd gathered at 3 p.m. on Friday, May 31, 1963, on a rural hillside off of Airway Rd. for the groundbreaking ceremony of what would become Wright State University. It was literally in the middle of an empty field, a fair distance off the road. They put a small grandstand, and people parked their cars in the grass by the road,  and attendees were driven in carts to see the small ceremony. 

The Air Force band provided music, followed by an invocation from University of Dayton president Reverend Raymond Roesch. Short speeches were provided by President John Millett of Miami University and President Novice Fawcett of the Ohio State University, followed by the presentation of citations to Stanley Allyn and Robert Oelman for their vision and leadership of the Dayton Campus project. The ceremony culminated with the four founders, assisted by General T. A. Bennett of the Air Force Logistics Command, breaking ground for the first campus building, to be named Allyn Hall.
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The first admitted students, Oct 1963, Robert Cordary and Judy Cook of Middletown. 
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Here is Allyn hall, nearing completion. Fred had 15 months before the doors would open. It was to be a campus in a single, multipurpose building. Coming to the Dayton campus might seem like the worst case scenario for a young faculty. But the non traditional way it was set up created a very unique environment and experience for faculty. They were mostly very young, many just out of school, and here was an opportunity to come to a brand new campus and help mold a new university. There literally was no administration. It was up to the faculty. All of their offices were in a single hallway, all the disciplines. A mathematician sitting across the table from a poet in their makeshift lunch room. It was a very different atmosphere than the traditional college. And it was very inspiring for them. There was a tangible sense about the place, that something truly special and unique was happening here. It was a very strange and new and innovative, it was like there was no ceiling/no barriers to what they could do. And this was true for the students too. It was a very non-traditional student body, most first year/first generation college students. They were older, had families, full time jobs. They had been given an opportunity that was never avail. before. Many of them initially struggled, and the faculty struggled some, too. But it was a new opportunity for everyone, and that non-traditional/’why not’ spirit is a distinctive  feature of WSU to this day. 
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And just like that, the campus was open for business. Rumor has it the paint was still wet on the walls. The first trimester began Sept 8, 1964, with an enrollment of 3203 students. 34 Miami faculty, 19 from OSU.  $200 per trimester + $17 per credit hour. Initial enrollment estimates had been 1200. Fred White commented looking at the long driveway into campus, “They just keep coming”. There was nowhere to put everyone. Allyn Hall was wall to wall people. It was determined that once the Dayton Branch Campus reached an enrollment of 5000, the state would approve university status separate from OSU and Miami, and this was achieved in 1965. (S.B. 210/212). 
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Here is S.B. 210/212, which established the university as “Wright State University”. The school then scurried along to get organized- forming a board of trustees, hiring a university president, developing the full administrative structure and divisions of a university. School logos. School colors. Most importantly, a school name! Very careful not to step on any toes w UD, looking for a name that didn’t include ‘Dayton’, but looking for something locally distinctive. They actually put a ballot box out for faculty and students to suggest names and put it to a vote. Southwestern Ohio State. Airway State. Grange Hall Univ. Four Rivers. Mad River State. Univ of Ohio. Skyway. Western Valley. Tecumseh State. WRIGHT BROTHERS Univ.  
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The branch campus officially became Wright State University for the 1967-1968 academic year. By then the campus had grown from one building to four, and the university QUAD was born, where the first commencement was held on June 23, 1968. 
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The university also had a brand spanking new university president, Brage Golding, and in many ways the grand experiment was over, and a period of sustained expansion and growth would begin, both in terms of programs and facilities. So, that about wraps up the presentation, and we’ll open it up now for any questions and maybe any reflections anyone might like to share. And like I said, once we wrap up- because this is a lunch session and people may need to get back to work- for anyone interested in watching some clips from the OH project I will show those afterwards. 20 mins.   
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